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A few words from our students ...

The Orange County Literacy Council honors its students, tutors and volunteers at an Annual Awards
Banquet. This year, in addition to the presentation of certificates, awards and others acknowledgements
of achievement, a number of our students read from original pieces they had written about literacy and
why it is important to them. Below—and continued on page three—is a sampling of their writings.

What Education Means to Me
Joel E. Keel

First, education is important to me be-
cause it will help me to be a better person. In
fact, I will be able to make better decisions.
When I buy groceries at the grocery store, I will
be able to know the difference between a gram,
one pound, and six ounces.

Second, it will help me understand the
banking system, how to fill out a deposit, savings
or debit card. It will also help me to use the teller
machine and to work out the percentage on a
loan.

Third, education will help me to build
my vocabulary. Also, it will improve my com-
munication with other people. I will learn about
words and meaning, spelling, and writing, which
allow me to have better self esteem.

In conclusion, I will be able to open a
business of any kind. This will allow me to buy,
sell, and trade. And with the help of my tutor,
Mary, and my wanting to be educated, I will
work hard to make it possible.

Reading
Vance Jacobs

I read because it makes me independent.
And I like doing my own work. And I like doing
my own business. There was a time that [ could
not do my own business after going to school. |
had learned a lot since going back school. Most
thing I learned was to read my Bible in Bible
School. I am doing math and division. I learned
it all since working at UNC. And I thank God
for Blessing me to go back to school again.

This is My Story
Anthony Brooks

Growing up in a small town called
Caldwell, on a farm, in a family of six, we
raised pigs, and we grew our vegetables. It
was very hard because we didn’t have time to
play like other children played. We had to
work on the farm before and after school.

I would watch the other kids ride their
bicycles or go-cart and just have fun, but we
didn’t have any of those things because our
family was poor. My Mother then died when I
was fifteen and a half, I quit school and got a
job and an apartment. My Dad died when I
was eighteen. Now that I am an adult and can
look back on my childhood with a different
perspective I realize that we were not poor.
We had food to eat, clothes on our backs and a
roof over our heads.

Fourteen Orange County Literacy Council students received
achievement awards this year.
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Addiction

Shannon Ravenel

I spend a couple of hours a month in a writing group at the Inter-
faith Council’s shelter for homeless men at the corner of Columbia and
Rosemary in Chapel Hill. Sponsored by the Orange County Literacy Coun-
cil, and coordinated by OCLC Board member, Willis Brooks, the group
meets from 8 to 9PM in the shelter’s dining room every Tuesday night.

There are always two volunteer leaders, but no telling how many
residents will join us. Now and then, there are as many as ten. Sometimes
there are only two or three. Once, there was just one. Never mind. We
have come with our writing topics to offer and we are ready ourselves to
write.

Advised to stay away from “sensitive” topics—politics, religion,
sex—we suggest first memories, important people in our lives, pets we have
loved most, favorite dishes (with descriptions if not recipes), best school
memories. The point is just to get us thinking and then writing and, finally,
sharing what we’ve thought and written.

There’s one man—I’1l call him Eddie—who shows up regularly and
who writes well. A natural comic, he knows how to get his humor down on
paper—arare talent. One night, after I’d put forth my pale little topic—
maybe it was something like if you could choose a new name for yourself,
what would it be and why?—Eddie shook his head and said, Oh come on.
Let’s write about something that really matters. Like what, I asked, hoping
he hadn’t thought of anything.

But he had. He answered, Like addiction.

Well, it wasn’t politics, or religion, or sex. And the rest of the
group yelled Yeah! So we wrote about addiction. There are, I realized as I
twirled my pen, all kinds of addiction. And indeed, we shared our written
thoughts on many kinds. Scary as it is, addiction turned out to be a great
topic.

These days, Eddie attends ever more regularly, always with a scary
topic at the ready. Last time it was Michael Jackson—guilty or innocent?
Another one was Should the Senate vote to end the filibuster? Then there
was Is the gap between rich and poor widening in America?

For me, the shelter writing program is itself something of an addic-
tion. The opportunity to confront issues, confront your own responses and
find the right words to express them is habit forming. And giving up people
like Eddie is impossible. They remind me—us—what matters.

OCLC Staff Changes

Linda Browner, Program Coordinator for Southern Orange County,
is retiring from the OCLC on June 15th. Linda joined the OCLC in 1998,
and over the past seven years, she has been a cheerleader, instructor, sound-
ing board and supporter for literally hundreds of tutors and students.

Christine Hodder, the Council’s Office Manager left in mid-May.
Christine had been with the organization for eleven years, and for many of
our volunteers, she was their first point of contact.

We thank them both for their service and dedication to literacy.
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My Mother Is My Hero
Anonymous

First of all, she is my mother. She mar-
ried at a young age to a great man. She gave
birth to eleven children. One was still-born and
the other ten are healthy and doing fine. She has
37 grands, 44 great grands, and two great great
grands. She babysat for every child they had and
never complained. Everyone who meets her calls
her Mother.

We grew up on a farm. At that time, she
was having severe migraine headaches. They
were so severe you could not touch her. She set
up in a chair all night long with tears running
down her cheeks. The next morning you could
tell the pain was still there. She would get up,
make a fire, and cook breakfast. We had ham,
eggs, gravy, rice and homemade biscuits. She
would wrap her head up and come to the tobacco
barn. You could still tell the pain was there. We
would hand her the tobacco. She would tie it on
the tobacco stick. When she was not at the barn,
she was in the garden. We raised our own food.
You name it and we had it, even down to pop-
corn. The only income she had coming in on
Saturday. I would go with her to look for star
grass. It looks like a flower with long roots. She
would clean it and take it to the market. They
made medicine out of it.

In 1989 she started focusing on her own
life and went to school and got her degree and
started working at Home Health. In 1991 she has
a massive heart attack. The doctor called the
family in. She was in a coma. Then she started
coming back strong.

She is 80 now. I asked her what keeps
her going and where does she get her energy.
She said, “You always put God first and always
remember tomorrow is not promised to anyone.
So what you want in life, go for it and never
worry about something you can’t do anything
about.” This was very encouraging and helped
me to make up my mind.

My mother is my hero.

In our

i~ own words ..

N

Adult Learners

OCLC

Me and the Literacy Council
Deborah Harris

Hi, my name is Deborah Harris, and
I’ve been with the Literacy Council once be-
fore. I would like to share some ideas of how it
has helped me in many, many ways. It helped
me with my reading problems. Such as with
words, remembering what the story was all
about and answering questions afterwards. It
was hard at first, but the more I tried the better I
would get, and the more interest [ had gotten
into reading, the more I wanted to read. So
know if I can do it you can too. I had even got-
ten better with spelling and with writing also.

I want to share that I had to quit be-
cause of health problems. But I hope that by
going back this year, I hope and pray through
God, I can make it. If I can I know you can too.
It takes determination.

Thank you.

Over 125 Students, Tutors, Volunteers and Family Mem-
bers celebrated at the OCLC'’s Annual Banquet.

What Reading Means to Me
John Taylor

Since I have been learning to read, I
have read several books that have been excit-
ing. The book by George Dawson, ‘Life is so
Good’, a book about Harriet Tubman and the
underground railroad, ‘Having Our Say’, by the
Delaney Sisters, and the latest one, ‘Holes’.
Each of them books put a different feeling on
you and made you look at life different. Each
one put a meaning on you, and it’s up to you, as
an individual, to find that meaning.
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Welcome New Tutors

Tutor Tips

The OCLC is pleased to an-
nounce that the following
volunteers have successfully

In April, Karen Marsh-Lovvorn, a course designer at Elon College and
longtime OCLC tutor, led a tutor in-service discussion on Dealing with
Expectations and Frustrations in Ongoing Partnerships. She offers the

completed Tutor Training.
Welcome to our new com-
munity of learners!

Kim Batcheller
Elizabeth Borene
Willis Brooks
Katherine Buse
Diane Calleson
Annette Council
Jeanine Driscoll
Elizabeth Jones
Kristen Kane
Martha Keating
Matthew Lewis
Rebecca Miller
Shanthy Nainar
Tasha Pate

Kelly Sharpe
John Solan
Ashley Tittemore
Prathyusha Vadlamudi
John P. Vernon
Katharine Walton
Ludie White

We would also like to thank
trainers Wanda Weaver, Jill
Hallenback, Deb Gerhardt,
Pat Brooks and Susan
Attermeier for their contin-
ued dedication to training
OCLC tutors.

Next Training
Our next Tutor Training Work-
shop will be held in the fall.
Check our website for updates.

following tips.

Our role as tutors is to be coach, cheerleader, listener, feed-
back-giver, creative problem-solver and teacher. We facilitate
learning, rather than teach something. Motivated adult learners
will learn something, regardless of what we do. What they
learn may not be what we want or expect and it may not hap-
pen the way we want, but they will learn something. Our job is
to help these adult learners figure out the best way for them to
understand, retain and use the material.

The goals that we are working toward are the learners’ goals,
not ours. It is the learners’ responsibility to learn. Our respon-
sibility is to set up and manage the circumstances so that learn-
ing can occur. If students decide to change goals mid-stream,
that's all right.

Our students’ definition of success may be very different than
our own. Both tutors and learners want to be successful, but
sometimes we have different definitions of "successful". Focus
on the learners—it's all about what they need, not what we
need. This may be difficult, particularly if a tutor is a high
achiever accustomed to being successful. The learners may
have completely different ideas of what "learning to read and
write" means.

Don't take an "all or nothing" attitude. Celebrate small victo-
ries. Focus on the positive and let the larger victories come
naturally. If your students don't learn the material in the way
or at the time you hoped for, or if they don't meet goals

you originally agreed upon, it doesn’t mean you're a bad tutor
or that they're bad students. If you start to think that way, you
will probably communicate your frustration and disappoint-
ment to the learners. And this could damage your relationships
as well as the students’ ability to learn.

Your students are adults. They have been managing their lives
without knowing how to read or write. That is a tremendous
challenge, but they have made the decision to make a

change. This isn't something they Aave to do; it's something
they want to do. Be supportive and help them do it! They may
want your approval—but they want their own approval even
more!

Keep in mind that learning to read takes time. You can’t com-
pare the adult learning process with that of a child. Adults
process information differently. Reading, writing or math may
be completely new skills for them, even though it's second na-
ture to you. Give them time. Help them celebrate successes.
And work at their level, with their interests, not yours.
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Thank You

Upcoming Events

Celebrate Literacy: Clyde Edgerton
Sunday, Oct. 18th, 4:00-6:30pm
ArtsCenter, Carrboro

OCLC Gift Wrapping—Borders, Chapel Hill
Saturday, Dec. 17th, 9am — 9pm
Saturday, Dec. 24th, 9am until 7pm

Thank you to Mark and Chris Gordon of Mark

Gordon Signs for installing the signs outside our Hills-

borough Office.

OCLC Read

Thank You to the following vision care providers. Their
generosity makes it possible for adult learners to receive much

needed assistance.

e Mark Tenney of Tenney Opticians for a pair of glasses.
e Dr. Jan Kylstra of Eye Associates of Chapel Hill for an

eye exam.

e  Dr. Barbara Wujciak of Carrboro Family Vision for an eye

exam and glasses.

e Dr. Laurel Gropper of Chapel Hill Eye Care for an eye

exam and glasses.

e  Dr. David Kroninger for an eye exam.

Dr. Thomas Costabile and Fred Connor of Optical Reflec-

tions for an eye exam and glasses.

Mary E. Amundson
Susan Attermeier
Ann Bailer and Michael Lienesch
Barbara and Gary Barnes
Gerald and Christine Bell
Catherine M. Bennington
Gloria Blythe
George Brooks and Elaine Rivron
Willis and Pat Brooks

In Honor of Sterling and Judy Haig

and Charles and Ellen Johnson
Michael and Jean Chitwood
Rosanne H. Coggeshall
Louise and Stephen Coggins

In Honor of Rena Earnhardt

Chad and Molly Coleman
Allan N. Conley
Helen and Robert Conrad
Sarah and David Cooley
Judith B. Corley-Lay
Mary Catherine Corr

In Memory of Nadine Schwarz
Phyllis S. Cowell
Bonnie and Tarleton Davis
Anne and Walter Dellinger
Betty H. Dennis
Gaizka and Frances De Usabel
Gabriel and Mary DesHarnais
Douglas S. Dilbert
Katie Dimmery
Myles F. Elledge
Jean Earnhardt
Joan East
Kenneth Meardon and Eleanor

Columbo-Meardon

George and Mary Esser
Gail Fairbanks
Alan Fanning and Roberta Weinberg
George and Kathryn Feld
Catherine and Melvin Fields
Nina Forsyth
M.D. Galinsky
Gary M. Galloway
Baird and Pauline Grimson
Roxane Gwyn
Anna Ragland Hayes
Eleanor Heath
Marina Heatzig
Margaret Henderson
Gary and Jean Hill
Christine and Bill Hodder
Edward N. Hill, Jr.

Friends of Literacy
The Orange County Literacy Council would like to thank the following individuals and organizations for their very generous support.

Kathleen and Carl Hoffmann
Sabrina and Rodney Hilber
Holly G. Holland
Elizabeth Holsten
Carolyn Horn
Oihui Huang
Roxanna Hunt
Clarence and Mary Hunter
Charles and Joan Irish
Edward A. Johnson
Lynne Kane
Cathy Ann and John Kenniff
Brian and Moyra Kileff
Judith Kramer
Leonard and Ruth Kreisman
Ronald Kuligowski
Patricia Langston
Robert F. Lauterborn
Joan Leber
Ellen and Peter Lee
Lucy Lewis
Gordon Light
Albert and Judith Lilley
J. Paul and Caroline Lindsay
Beverly W. Long
In Memory of W.F. Long
Thomas Lund
Georgia Ann Machemer
Bessie D. Macklin
Margie Matthews
Gladys H. Matthewson
Margaret S. Misch
In Honor of Lucy Lewis
Donald and Dorothy Miller
Nancy Morton
Warren P. Newton
Charles D. Nottingham, I1I
Robert and Aubrey Nutter
Sherri Ontjes
Barbara Overby
Jan Paris
Margaret Parker
Mary Paterson
James and Florence Peacock
James and Kelly Peak
J. Dickson Phillips
Rolffs & Helga Pinkerton
In Honor of Moreau/Soderberg
Molly and Paul Pratt
Sylvia F. Price
Charles W. Qualls, Jr.
Trent Ragland, Jr.

Shannon Ravenel and Dale Purves
Lori Reynolds
Bonnie Rogers
Kevin Ross and Amy Davis
Jacquelyn and Marvin Saltzman
Beverly Sanders
Norbert and Margaret Schneider
Frederic and Susan Schroeder
Lee and Myrah Scott
Gary L. Shaffer
Sarah Shields
Wesley Shuttleworth and Terese
Johnson
Delores P. Simpson
Naomi Slifkin
Jennifer L. Smith
Joanna C. Smith
Carol Stamm
Jean and Gus Stasi
Michael and Nancy Stegman
Jane Stein
Pearson Stewart
Sally Stollmack
Leonard and Susan Strobel
Mark Tenney
Gary Tichenor
In Memory of Elizabeth Lightfoot
Virginia Tomasek
Kenneth and Patricia Touw
Pascal L. Trohanis
Paula and Harry Upshaw
Teri Walker
David and Marsha Warren
Laurie Weakly
Wanda L. Weaver
Rita and Bob Weimer
Laura Williams
Sandra Yaggy
Stacey and Mark Yusko

Supporting Organizations
Aveda Institute

Barnes and Noble

Bloom

Blue Cross Blue Shield of NC
Borders, Inc.

Chapel Hill Eyecare

Chapel Hill Service League
Folio Book Club

Kenan Family Foundation
Neisler Foundation

RTI International

A Southern Season

Triangle Community Foundation
University Presbyterian Church

Auction and Fundraising Donors
Acme Food and Beverage Co.
Algonquin Books

Susan Attermeier

Baum Diamonds

Borders

Barry Browner

Big Foam Finger Band

Cafe Carolina Bakery
Calloway Jewelry

Camellia Forest Nursery
Carborro Plaza Vet Clinic
Carrburritos

Carolina Inn

Celestial Bodies

Chase Hair

Crook's Corner

The Denson/Cannon Family
Dickinson Garden Center
Dolores Gengler

Bill and Leesie Guthridge
Roxane Gwyn

Elizabeth B Holroyd

Inn at Celebrity Dairy

The Lee Group

Peter and Ellen Lee

Lumina Theatre

Maple View Farm

Market Street Books & Maps
Celine Meador

Mentor Marketing Co.
Patricia Morgan

NC Botanical Garden

Niche Gardens

Organizing With Amy
Paisley & Co.

Panera Bread

Panzanella

Cedric and Sue Pearce
Performance Auto Mall
Playmakers Repertory Company
Reba and Roses

Dr. Theresa Robinson, DMD
Spanky’s

Spice Street

Tri-Printers

University Mall Properties, LLC
Rita Weimer

Whole Foods

Vietri, Inc.




BECOME A FRIEND OF LITERACY

Name

Address

City State Zip

Become a Friend the Literacy. Your tax-deductible
contribution will help to:
Support expanded staff hours
Subsidize a Tutor Training Workshop
Purchase workbooks for adult learners

Enclosed is a tax-deductible contribution of:

[1$250 J$100
0s$ 50 0s$ 25
Other $

Please make checks payable to:
Orange County Literacy Council
503 W. Franklin St.
Chapel Hill, NC 27516
[ I prefer to make an anonymous contribution.

Thank you for supporting adult literacy!

Orange County Literacy Council
503 W. Franklin Street
Chapel Hill, NC 27516

Mark your calendar

Celebrate Literacy!
Sunday, October 18, 2005
4:00— 6:30pm

A Triangle United Way
Member Agency

Celebrate Literacy!
September 18, 2005

1 dreamed of coming home from a lone solo flight soon after [ was
old enough to look into the sky and see an airplane.
(from SOLO: My Adventures in the Air)

When Clyde Edgerton was four years old his mother
took him to a local airport to see the airplanes. Eighteen
years later, she would take him to the same airport to catch a
plane to Texas for Air Force pilot training. She’d been his
first passenger when he got his pilot’s license. She’d sup-
ported his decision to join the Air Force. All the same, she
wished he’d kept up his piano lessons instead.

Join us September 18, 2005 as we buckle ourselves
in for Edgerton’s reflections on his youthful passion for fly-
ing, at the joy he took in mastering it, at the exhilaration—
and lingering anguish—of combat flying. Edgerton—
author, professor, musician and pilot—will be our featured
guest at Celebrate Literacy! the Council’s annual fall fund-
raiser. He’ll read from his soon-to-be-published book
SOLO: My Adventures in the Air, and entertain us with his
music, including two new songs written especially for the
book.

Celebrate Literacy! will be held from 4:00 pm until
6:30 pm at The ArtsCenter in Carrboro. Tickets are $20 per
person ($18 for ArtsCenter members) and available from
The ArtsCenter box office at (919) 929-2787 ext. 201 or
online at www.artscenterlive.org.
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